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Be Bear Aware 

 
Bears have been seen here at Star Valley 

Ranch.  Always aim to prevent, then deter 

contact with bears.  Below are 5 tips to deter 

bear contact. 

1.  Keep garbage secure until garbage day  

2.  Keep the barbeque / outdoor stove clean 

3.  Don’t store any food outside 

4.  Keep  your vehicle free of food 

5.  Feed your pets indoors 

The bears were here first. 

We owe it to them to do 

our best to reduce the 

chances that they’ll want 

to wander into our yards 

looking for an easy meal.  

We’re the ones putting 

temptation in their way, so 

it’s up to us to make sure 

we have everything in 

place to ensure they don’t 

make contact. 

 
 

 

 

Scheduled Meetings 

 

Town Council Meeting 
Wednesday, July 13th at 7:00 pm 

 
 

Events  
 

Coffee with Mayor 

At Town Hall 

July 25th at 9:00 am  

 

Safety Day 
July 30th 

 

Contacts 

Town Hall 

307-883-8696 

clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org 

 

Public Works 

307-880-5325 

 
Special Municipal Officer 

307-880-2666 

 

 

 

 

mailto:clerk@starvalleyranchwy.org
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FireWise 
 
There will be only 1 pickup for Firewise clean up this summer.  Your piles of cut limbs and 
branches must be placed out next to the road (but not in the road) by 
July 24th. The Town will be working the following week after that 
date to pick up the piles. Important: no piles may be placed on the 
road prior to July 10th & no grass.      
 

If you are not currently enrolled in the Firewise program; in 

order to have your piles of branches picked up, follow the steps 

below.  The final day to get enrolled is July 15th. 

Contact Patty Pringle at (307)679-8574 
1. She will come out to inspect your property / issue a certificate 
2. Bring the certificate to Town Hall and get put onto the Firewise Program  
3. Place cut branches (less than 8’) out next to the road (but not in the road) 

 

What is the Firewise Program? 
 

At no cost to you, Patty can come do a free assessment of your property.  This will help 
you understand things you can do to help reduce the risk of wildfire to your home and 
surrounding properties.  These are suggestions and it is up to you what you do with the 
information.  Once your assessment is done it qualifies you for the Town of Star 
Valley Ranch Slash Pick-up Program. 
 
If your property has hazardous fuels (down trees, dead trees, trees too close to your 
home) you can qualify for the State of Wyoming Cost-Share Program.  It will cover half 
of the cost to remove the fuels (including reimbursement for your time).  You will have to 
follow the plan that you and Patty come up with together.  When your project is complete 
you will receive a reimbursement check. For questions or to schedule a free 
assessment call Patty at (307)679-8574 
 

Coffee with the Mayor   
 

Star Valley Ranch Town Hall is serving “Coffee with the Mayor”.  
Residents are invited to join Mayor Kathleen Buyers for coffee and 
casual conversation on the last Monday of the month from 9 -10 am.   
 

This is another communication tool and a chance to get to know the 

Mayor, visit Town Hall, and see your town government at work. 
 

The next “Coffee with the Mayor” will be July 25th    
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New Firewise Contact 
Get your house prepared for fire season. Contact me and 

we can get you signed up with firewise.  I am replacing 

Jesica Lozier as the firewise contact. My name is Patty 

Pringle, my phone number (307)679-8574, my email is 

ppringle@lcwy.org  

 

Upcoming Safety Day – July 30th 
 

 

Our Town Safety Day will be held July 30th from 11-2 pm.  Come enjoy lunch, visit with 
local first responders, and get community safety information. 

 

Join us for our Town Safety Day! 
Bring the kids! 

 
Lunch 

Visit with Local First Responders 
Safety Information 

Face Painting 
Bounce House 

 

Save the Date: Saturday, July 30th, across from Town Hall 11 am – 2 pm. 
 

  

Dog Park Fundraising 

 

The Town is looking into creating a dog park.  This will require fund 

raising activities and identification of available grants. We are looking 

for residents that would like to be involved. 

 

If interested, call Shelly Strickler with your name and contact 

information.  Phone number: 307-880-2666 
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P&Z - why Starry Skies Matter 
 

The Star Valley Ranch community has valued its 
dark night skies and bright Milky Way for 
generations because it is breathtaking!  It is also 
becoming more unique as ‘urban sky glow’ is 
responsible for erasing starry skies for millions of 
Americans. 

But there are more issues.  According to the 
International Dark Sky Association, effects of light 
pollution:  

 Disrupt sleep patterns of humans 

 Harm nocturnal habits of wildlife, including insects such as fireflies, 

 Increase ground level glare -- improperly shielded outdoor lighting produces 
dark areas that reduce pedestrian safety, 

 Wastes money and resources -- 1.2 million tons of carbon dioxide waste 
enter the atmosphere in the U.S. annually because of unshielded lights. 

 

To help protect our dark skies, the P&Z Board and the Natural Resources Board are 
collaborating to update the wording in our Outside Lighting Ordinance (Town Code 
9.05.140) to make it easier for all of us to implement. 

The P&Z Board meets the 1st and 3rd Wed. of every month from 5:00. 

 

Public works Director 
 

Ernie is our Town Public Works Director. He plans, directs 
and coordinates the work of the employees in the public works 
department.   He cooperates with representatives of other 
organizations in solving interrelated administrative, 
organizational, and technical problems.  Ernie works with staff 
and the town administrator to develop and implement annual 
maintenance programs and monitors cost expenditures to ensure 
adherence to financial goals and objectives.   
 
 

We really appreciate all he does to maintain our Town. 
Thank you Ernie! 
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Trail View Now Complete  
 

The Star Valley Ranch Trail Crew along with the Americorps 

Volunteers from the Teton Science School and Eagle Scout 

candidate Braydon Andrews have completed the Valley View 

Trail from the Vista-Prater Trail to the viewpoint high above 

the mouth of Green Canyon!  This promontory, over 600 feet 

above the valley floor, offers a panoramic, 270 degree view of 

the Star Valley and the Caribou Mountains to the west.  To 

hike to the viewpoint, start from the Green Canyon Trailhead 

at the end of Green Canyon Drive and hike north on the Vista-Prater Trail for ½ mile.  Then 

turn right onto the Valley View Trail traveling south for another ½ mile to the viewpoint.   

Enjoy the view!!   

  

Natural Resource Week A Big Success 
Thanks to everyone who participated in the Natural Resource 

Week in June.  It is so important that we recognize the importance 

of the natural resources that surround us and that we depend on!   

We’ll make it bigger and better next year! 

   
 

 

Fire Hazard Reduction Project 
 

The Bridger-Teton National Forest will be issuing a contract around the 1st of July for the 

treatment of hazardous fuels on National Forest land east of town.   This work will include 

removing small conifers and piling dead fuels to be burned in the winter or spring.  Total 

treatment area is 279 acres.   This project will help 

protect the Town of Star Valley Ranch from a fire 

spreading from the National Forest!   

So as fire season arrives it is important that we do our 

part to make our homes fire safe…  Follow the basic 

steps below to increase your chance of survival in a 

wildfire… 
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Newborn Wildlife 
 

As quoted from the Wyoming Game and Fish Department: 
“In the next several weeks, wildlife throughout Wyoming 
will be bearing their young.  In view of this, the Wyoming 
Game and Fish department asks that people take extreme 
care to stay away from young animals during this critical 
time.  

 
The Game and Fish also cautions against picking 

up newborns because of potential harm to the animals.  
The department also issued a reminder that picking up 
game animals is against the law, regardless if people think 
the animal has been abandoned by its mother. 

 
 
According to the department, state and federal laws prohibit the possession of 

game and many nongame species.  The best option for people who come across newborn 
wildlife is to leave the animal alone.” 

 

Volunteers Needed 

 

 

Do you want to get involved with the appearance of our Town?  

Volunteers needed for Planning & Zoning Board and Natural 

Resource Board.  If interested, call Mayor Buyers at 307-883-

8696 or email at kbuyers@starvalleyranchwy.org      

   

 

Speeding on our Town Roads 
If you see speeding vehicles (cars, 4 wheelers, motorcycles) or  

witness under-age drivers, contact the County Sheriff at 307-885-

5231.  Let them know the time of day you are seeing the increased 

speeds and/or a description of the speeding vehicle. 

 
Help to become part of the solution and not the problem.    

“Keep it at the Limit” and slow it down! 

mailto:kbuyers@starvalleyranchwy.org
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Running for Town Council 
 

Running for Town Council this year is Susan 
Abrams, Martin Occhi, and Dick Johnson. 

More information to come on each of them in 
the next newsletter. 

 
 

 

Dog Training Classes  
 
 
Welcome to the Town of Star Valley Ranch 2016 Schedule for "Dog 
Training with Rich Sherman", Certified Dog Trainer.  
 
Classes will take place again this year on the grassy area directly behind the 
SVR Post Office, with trainers Rich and Trish Sherman. Dogs of all breeds, sizes 
and ages above 16 weeks are welcome to attend our Canine Good Citizen, 
Intermediate Obedience and Dog Trick class. For puppies between 10 - 16 
weeks we are offering "Puppy Socialization".   We do ask that if you have a 
dog who is experiencing aggression or is not social, please call and speak with Rich prior to starting 
class, so we can create a plan for success !   
 
All adult dogs must have a current rabies vaccination (proof required 1st night of class) and puppies in 
socialization must have the appropriate vaccinations for their age.  
 
Signing up is simple!  Reserve your place in the classes through the Town of SVR office, and pay on the first 
night of class (cash/check). Please ensure your dog arrives at class on a collar and leash, and we will review 
other equipment needed on the 1st night of class. Our style of training is fun, interactive, effective, and most 
of all helps you form a long lasting bond with your Dog. A trained dog is a happy dog! 
 
CANINE GOOD CITIZEN - 6 weeks of basic obedience and fun learning how to teach your dog to walk on a 
leash, sit, down, stay, interact with other dogs and people, and other activities that will help your dog 
graduate as a Canine Good Citizen, and receive a certificate from both Dog Trainer Rich Sherman, and the 
AKC. 6 week class $65 cost. Thurs July 7th through Thurs August 11th 6.30pm - 7.30pm.  
PUPPY SOCIALIZATION - 4 weeks of fun supervised, puppy play time, and a great way to introduce your 
pup to others and get started on some basic leash manners.  4 weeks $40 cost (includes puppy training 
pack) 5.30-6pm Thurs July 7th through Thurs July 28th. 
INTERMEDIATE OBEDIENCE - 4 weeks of intermediate level obedience training, including some obedience 
work, designed for folks who have completed the Canine Good Citizen Class, or have already taught their 
dog basic obedience and would like to go to the next level. Tues July 12th through Tues Aug 2nd. 6.30pm- 
7:30 pm $70 cost. 
FUN DOG TRICKS CLASS 
2 sessions teaching you how to interact with your dog through fun tricks. Entertain your friends and family! 
This class is good for dogs of any size, but is especially good for the little dogs.  Saturday August 6th and 
Saturday August 13th. 11.30am- 1pm $40 total 

 
To reserve your place, contact Town of Star Valley Ranch office 307-883-8696 

https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
https://www.facebook.com/
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Firewise – Tips for Homeowners & Landowners 
 
Wildfire doesn’t have to burn everything in its path. In fact, cleaning your property of debris 
and maintaining your landscaping are important first steps to helping minimize damage 
and loss.  
 
The work you do today can make a difference. Follow this simple checklist, now and 
throughout the year, to prepare and help reduce the risk of your home and property 
becoming fuel for a wildfire! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Clear leaves and other debris from gutters, eaves, porches 

and decks. This prevents embers from igniting your 

home. 
 

 Remove dead vegetation from under your deck and 

within 10 feet of the house. 
 

 Remove anything stored underneath decks or porches. 
 

 Screen or box-in areas below patios and decks with wire 

mesh to prevent debris and combustible materials from 

accumulating. 
 

 Remove flammable materials (firewood stacks, propane 

tanks, dry vegetation) within 30 feet of your home’s 

foundation and outbuildings, including garages and 

sheds. If it can catch fire, don’t let it touch your house, 

deck or porch. 
 

 Wildfire can spread to tree tops. If you have trees on your 

property, prune so the lowest branches are 6 to 10 feet 

from the ground. 
 

 Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained. If it is brown, 

cut it down to reduce fire intensity. Dry grass and shrubs 

are fuel for wildfire. 
 

 Don’t let debris and lawn cuttings linger. Dispose of 

these items quickly to reduce fuel for fire. 
 

 Inspect shingles or roof tiles. Replace or repair those that 

are loose or missing to prevent ember penetration. 
 

 Cover exterior attic vents with metal wire mesh no larger 

than 1/8 inch to prevent sparks from entering the home. 
 

 Enclose under-eave and soffit vents or screen with metal 

mesh to prevent ember entry. 

If you are interested in joining the 

Town of Star Valley Ranch’s 

Firewise Program and receiving a 

free home fire safety assessment, 

give Patty Pringle, Lincoln Co. 

Fuel Mitigation Coordinator a call 

at (307)679-8574, my email is 

ppringle@lcwy.org  

 


